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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 are presented for examination in this application (10,672,328) filed 
on September 26, 2003. 

Acknowledgement is made to the Information Disclosure Statement received on 
September 26, 2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Meinerth etal. (US 6,199,149). 

As to claim 1, Meinerth et al. disclose an apparatus [overlay Counter for 
Accelerated Graphic Port (title)], comprising: 

a request unit [overlay request to system memory ... (abstract); overlay engine (figure 
1, 121) of the graphic device (figure 1, 100) issues the overlay request; figure 2; 
overlay stream controller (figure 3); overlay request issue indicator (figure 3, 302)] to 
request more than one fragment of isochronous data [request fragmentor (figure 3, 
310) for overlay data stream (column 1, lines 53-57)] from a memory device [the 
system memory, figure 1, 114]; and 
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a timer [overlay timer register (figure 3, 300); overlay timer (figure 4, 403)] to insert a 
delay time between fragment requests [column 2, lines 53-57; column 3, lines 20- 
43]. 

As to claim 9, Meinerth et al. disclose a system [figure 1], comprising: 
a memory device [the system memory, figure 1, 1 14]; and 
a system logic device coupled to the memory device [figures 1-4], the system 
logic device including an overlay data unit [overlay request to system memory ... 
(abstract); overlay engine (figure 1 , 121) of the graphic device (figure 1 , 100) issues the 
overlay request; figure 2; overlay stream controller (figure 3); overlay request issue 
indicator (figure 3, 302)], the overlay data unit including 

a request unit [overlay request to system memory ... (abstract); overlay engine (figure 
1, 121) of the graphic device (figure 1, 100) issues the overlay request; figure 2; 
overlay stream controller (figure 3); overlay request issue indicator (figure 3, 302)] to 
request more than one fragment of overlay data [request fragmentor (figure 3, 310) 
for overlay data stream (column 1 , lines 53-57)] from the memory device [the system 
memory, figure 1, 1 14], and 

a timer [overlay timer register (figure 3, 300); overlay timer (figure 4, 403)] to insert a 
delay time between fragment requests [column 2, lines 53-57; column 3, lines 20- 
43]. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pfeiffer 

et al. (US 5,146,592). 

As to claim 1, Pfeiffer et al. disclose an apparatus [High Speed Image 
Processing Computer with Overlapping Windows-Div (title); figure 3], comprising: 
a request unit [screen refresh request, DRAM refresh request and IAP Address 
request (figure 7) all may generate requests to access image memory (figure 7, 82); 
figure 13] to request more than one fragment of isochronous data [image memory 
end (figure 9, 260), image memory width (figure 9, 262), horizontal offset (figure 9, 264) 
collectively define the fragments of the image data] from a memory device [the image 
memory, figure 3, 84]; and 

a timer to insert a delay time between fragment requests [the SCRRFREQ signal 
initiates a delay after which a request delay is generated (column 28, lines 31-35); the 
request arbiter and image memory timing controller is provided with a programmable 
delay circuit ... (column 35, lines 65-68; column 36, lines 1-59; column 37, lines 3-28); 
figure 14]. 

As to claims 2-5, Pfeiffer et al. teach that the overlay data is organized into a 
first, a second and a third plane of overlay data [the image memory includes 
different planes associated with red, green and blue pixel data (abstract); figures 36, 
38-40; column 64, lines 25-63]. 

As to claim 6, Pfeiffer et al. teach that the timer inserts a delay after requests 
for fragments from the first and second planes [the SCRRFREQ signal initiates a 
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delay after which a request delay is generated (column 28, lines 31-35); the request 
arbiter and image memory timing controller is provided with a programmable delay 
circuit ... (column 35, lines 65-68; column 36, lines 1-59; column 37, lines 3-28); figure 
14]. 

As to claim 7, Pfeiffer et al. teach that a method, comprising: 
organizing overlay data stored in a memory device into more than one plane [the 
image memory includes different planes associated with red, green and blue pixel data 
(abstract); figures 36, 38-40; column 64, lines 25-63]; 

issuing multiple requests for overlay data fragments from the memory device 
where consecutive requests for overlay data fragments are requests for data 
from different planes [screen refresh request, DRAM refresh request and IAP 
Address request (figure 7) all may generate requests to access image memory (figure 
7, 82); figure 13; image memory end (figure 9, 260), image memory width (figure 9, 
262), horizontal offset (figure 9, 264) collectively define the fragments of the image 
data]; and 

inserting a delay between requests for overlay data fragments [the SCRRFREQ 
signal initiates a delay after which a request delay is generated (column 28, lines 31- 
35); the request arbiter and image memory timing controller is provided with a 
programmable delay circuit ... (column 35, lines 65-68; column 36, lines 1-59; column 
37, lines 3-28); figure 14]. 

As to claim 8, refer to "As to claim 1" through "As to claim 7." 

As to claim 9, refer to "As to claim 1" through "As to claim 7." 
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As to claim 10, refer to "As to claims 2-5." 

As to claim 1 1 , Pfeiffer et al. teach that the fragments are form different 
planes [the read, green and blue pixels data planes]. 
As to claim 12, refer to "As to claims 2-5." 
As to claim 13, refer to "As to claims 2-5." 
As to claim 14, refer to "As to claims 7-8." 

6 . Related Prior Art 

The following list of prior art is considered to be pertinent to applicant's invention, 
but not relied upon for claim analysis conducted above. 

■ Ichikawa et al., (US 5,440,680), "Image Display Controller Having a Common 
Memory for Storage of Image Overlay Data and Window Identification Data." 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 1-14 are rejected as explained above. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheng-Jen Tsai whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4244. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Kim can be reached on 571-272-4182. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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